Introduction
The Terai region of West Bengal is the foothills of the Himalaya with dense forest to the North continuous with tea belt and patch of cultivable land to the south. This region is intersected by a number of streams most of which originates from the hills of Bhutan and Sikkim to the north of this region. These rivers swell up enormously during rains and almost dry up in winter. As the tectonic plate of the Brahmaputra river basin tends towards the South-east, therefore most of these rivers enter Bangladesh after flowing their courses in terai region of West Bengal of India. Many marshes, beels, ponds and small pools are present at southern part of Terai region. These wetlands are locally called Dhara, Chhara, Kura, Beels, Doba etc. Luxuriant growths of floating and submerged plants are found in these wetlands along with varieties of planktons and diverse type of fishes.
Many authors published their findings on the ornamental fish recorded from various rivers of North Bengal such as Das (2015) recorded 53 ornamental from Torsa river [1] , reported 58 ornamental from Kaljani river [2] , recorded 46 ornamental fishes from Gadadhar river [3] . recorded 49 ornamental fishes from the Sankosh river [4] . recorded 55 ornamental fishes from Torsa river [5] , reported 46 ornamental fishes from Ghargharia river [6] . Again in a study recorded 24 and 26 ornamental fish species from the river Torsa and Ghargharia respectively [7] . reported 41 ornamental fish species from Coochbehar district in a report of total ornamental fishes of West Bengal [8] . recorded 25 potential ornamental fishes from the Coochbehar district of West Bengal [9] .
At this juncture the author has conducted an extensive survey to record the ornamental fishes from the terai region of West Bengal in association with the West Bengal Biodiversity Board and UGC (ERO) to document the diversity of fresh water ornamental fishes of sub-Himalayan terai region of West Bengal during 2013 -2016.
Plate 1:
Location of the survey spots in Geo Satellite Map (Courtesy: Google Earth).
Materials and Methods
The study was conducted at 15 beel spots, 2 barrage spots, 63 river spots (in 50 major rivers flowing through the region) and 24 different fish landing centers throughout the region during a period of 2013 -2016. Location of the survey spots in Google earth map are presented in Plate 1. GPS reading of the location spots were submitted to the ERO-UGC. Local knowledgeable fishermen were interviewed for the selection of the survey spots. Expert fishermen were engaged to capture the fishes from various spots using different types of fishing gears e.g. gill nets, cast nets, dip nets, drag nets etc.
After capturing, a routine documentation was performed using Nikon D7100 DSLR camera, followed by proper preservation using buffered formalin solution following the methods of Bagra and Das (2010) [10] . Collected fishes were identified by their morphometric and meristic characters by consulting the literature of Talwar and Jhingran (1991), Jayaram (1999) , Bhattacharyya (2007) and Chanda (2013) . Fish Base website was surfed for valid scientific name, and IUCN websites were surfed to evaluate conservation status.
Result and Discussion
After extensive study it has been noted that 58 fish species have ornamental values out of a total of 128 species recorded
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The result is apparently similar with findings of other researchers as noted in the review section of this article. 
Conclusion
Out of total 128 fishes recorded from 104 different spots of various wetlands of terai region of West Bengal, 58 species are considered as ornamental fishes. Out of these, one is near threatened according to IUCN. Three species belonging to 'DD' category has very good aquarium value. Few species belong to the category of 'Least concerned' recorded during the study needs proper conservation strategies and commercial exploration for the economic development of the
